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only a moment away. Around the next corner, inside every moment, the goodness of life is there to surprise and
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Prof. E Wu has always been a “celebrity”
in the Department of Physics here at ECNU.
As a student, she finished her undergraduate

degree in just three years and went on to
graduate study. Then she was selected
for PROSFER' and pursued her doctoral
degree in France. During her school years,
she published several research articles on
top academic journals including Science.
Prof. Wu returned to ECNU in 2007 as an
associate professor. Now she is a professor
researcher and the vice-dean of the School
of Physics and Materials Science. Let’s get a
closer look at Professor Wu and learn more
about her route to excellence.

3/ EMM RIBE
Kb / ik

E: Why did you decide to choose Optoelectronic
Technology’ as your major in your undergraduate
study?

W: Actually, it was not my own choice. As |
was keen on becoming a teacher, I applied for the
education majors in the Department of Physics,
Chemistry and Biology at ECNU after the college
entrance examination but was transferred to
Optoelectronic Technology. I was not very happy at
first because I feared this might mean the end of my
teaching dream and even considered transferring to a
teaching-oriented major the next year.

E: Then how did you fall in love with
Optoelectronic Technology?

W: When 1 began to study Optoelectronic
Technology, I found it to be a very interesting
subject. I learned from such courses as Introduction
to Optoelectronics, Laser Spectroscopy’, and
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Photoelectric Detection® in the second year of my college studies. The teachers showed profound knowledge
and they all had their special way of teaching. For example, Prof. Zugeng Wang taught us Nonlinear Optics’
and Laser Spectroscopy. He impressed us with his humor and rigorous scholarship. In private, we considered
him as the Master such as Sanfeng Zhang. I learned a lot from them and gradually became enthusiastic about
Optoelectronic Technology.

E: We’ve learned that you finished the undergraduate study in just three years. How did you make it?

W: Back then, there was a program at ECNU that allowed junior students to apply for graduate study.
One day my instructor called me and asked if I wanted to have a try. There were only two months left and 1
hardly knew what the exam was about, but I worked really hard in those two months and ranked No.2 among
all competitors. I became a graduate student one year ahead of time and studied under Prof. Heping Zeng, a
distinguished scholar in the field of optics.

E: Why did you pursue the doctoral degree in France?

W: In my second year of graduate study, there was a joint doctoral program between ECNU and Ecole
Normale Supérieure group’. I applied for it and was selected. After getting my master degree and two year
of French language courses, I flew to Ecole Normale Supérieure de Cachan for the three years of co-tutored
doctoral study.
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E: You made great achievements during your study in France.
Can you tell us something about that?

W: It was such a fruitful time. I’ll try to tell you about the two
experiments | did during my stay in France. In 1979, the great American
physicist John Archibald Wheeler proposed making an experiment to
test the hypothesis of wave-particle duality’ by Werner Heisenberg,
that is, whether light has undulatory® property or corpuscular’ property
depends on your method of detection. This experiment is also related
to the well-known Bohr-Einstein debates. For over 30 years after the
proposal of the experiment, many scientists have tried all means to do
it but no one succeeded. Since 2005, I worked with a French colleague
under the guidance of Prof. Jean-Francois Roch and we finally
designed an experiment to test the hypothesis. We wrote a paper named
“Experimental Realization of Wheeler’s Delayed-Choice Gedanken
Experiment” and published it in Science in 2007.

Another one of my work was when I built a triggered single-
photon10 source based on NES8 color centers in a diamond, which could
work stably at room temperature. The work was published in the New
Journal of Physics, and was cited as a promising candidate of single-
photon source for the ground-to-satellite secure communications.

E: What made you decide to come back to ECNU after
graduation from Ecole normale supérieure?

W: 1 finished my overseas study in 2007. And in that year, our lab
in ECNU was promoted from a key lab of the Ministry of Education
to the State Key lab of the Ministry of Science and Technology. It
was a period when our laboratory was developing incredibly fast so
researchers were in great need. As for myself, it was also a golden
opportunity to promote myself back here. Besides, the methods of doing
scientific researches home and abroad were very much alike.

E: Can you say something about your work at ECNU?

W: After returning from France, I continued my research in the
State Key Laboratory of Precision Spectroscopy. I carried on with the
research I did in France in the field of single-photon sources. I have
taken several projects supported by Ministry of Science and Technology,
National Natural Science Foundation of China, Shanghai Education
Committee, and Shanghai Science and Technology Committee, etc.

Doing scientific research and experiments is full of excitement. It
is also full of uncertainties. You may not know whether your discoveries
could be applied to practical situations. But that is also the charm of
modern science.

. |
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Now as vice-dean of the School of physics and Materials Science, I also need to spare
time for management. Life is busy and full of challenges, but I enjoy it.

E: To our understanding, Optoelectronic Technology is still a male-dominated
science field. What is the key to your excellence in this field?

W: 1 believe interest is the key to success. If you are interested in your work, you will
get happiness from it and have the power to overcome difficulties on the way.

As for the gender difference, I actually believe women have some advantages over
men. Women generally have higher EQ which makes it easier for them to cooperate in a

team. Women tend to be more careful and more persistent. I know quite a few excellent
female students and scientists. Gender is not the barrier for the pursuit of science.

E: Can you give us some suggestions for our students on how to live a fruitful
university life?

W: Make a plan for your future and head towards your goal. I think study should be the
priority of university life as it lays the foundation for our future development. Make good
use of the resources in the library and you will benefit tremendously from it. At the same
time, try to participate in some social activities. [ also worked in the publicity department of
the Student Union and was later elected the chair of the department. I learned a lot from this
job, and keeping a balance between study and work is also an important life skill.

I appreciate Sanduo Xu in the TV series "Soldier Assault". He could stick to his'goal in
the face of temptations and hardship and finally made a big difference. In a word, our future
lies in our own hands.

E: Finally, can you introduce to us some initiatory materials about Optoelectronic
Technology?

W: There is a great BBC documentary named Light Fantastic, which is about the
history of man’s understanding of optics from ancient Greece to modern society. Many

experiments about optics and famous scientists including Plato, Newton and Einstein were
introduced in the documentary. It is very interesting and easy-to understand, even for the
laymen.

There is also a book named How the Laser Happened: Adventures of a Scientist by
Charles H. Townes, also known as the “father of Laser”, which tells the readers about the
great scientific discovery and the story of its discover. It’s well worth reading.
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2. Optoelectronic Technology: Y HL T-Hi A

3. Laser Spectroscopy: Bt ik 2

4. Photoelectric Detection: Y HL M
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Fang Jingi:
Philosophy and Educatio
in My Career
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Fang Jinqi, deputy director of
the Publicity Department, has been
working at ECNU for over 10 years.
He graduated from the Department
of Philosophy of ECNU and has stayed
to work on campus since. Today, let us
approach this life-long ECNUer to learn
about his life principles as well as his
contribution to ECNU.

Philosophical Thinking

ECNU Circle: As we all know, you were an
ECNUer of the Department of Philosophy. How
does philosophy inspire you in your work?

Fang Jingi: I have developed my philosophical
thinking since I began to major in philosophy,
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which enables me to cope with and sort out the
problems at work with a solid foundation of
theories. For example, I would like to apply Laozi
and Zhuangzi’s thoughts of calming down and
letting things take their own course', especially
when I feel at a loss. After that, I feel relieved
and refreshed. Philosophy is a hole for me to look
beyond the surface.

Alma Mater Complex

E: Why did you choose to stay and work in
ECNU after graduation?

F: 1 would say that it is out of my affection
for and attachment to ECNU. The Department of
Philosophy is a cohesive, cozy family where erudite
and charismatic teachers dedicate their extra time
and effort to cultivating the students’ knowledge
and enthusiasm. It is their daily contact with
philosophy that affects their personalities. They are
not concerned with earthly and worldly possessions
and are instead in the pure pursuit of knowledge and
the educational cause. Their words and contribution
have left a deep impression on me. Therefore, while
facing all kinds of alternatives after graduation, I
chose ECNU without reserve to pass on this passion
to the students.

Colorful Career

E: How did you transform your identity from
a student to a teacher at ECNU?

F: 1 was first an instructor of the Department
of Philosophy. As a fledgling’, I worked whole-
heartedly and paid attention to even the most
trivial details. In addition, it is necessary to inquire
experienced colleagues and then discover by
yourself. I made the transition from student to
teacher when I was standing in the shoes of students
while taking on the responsibility of a teacher.
In this way, the teacher could meet the needs of
students. Through innovation and consideration,
I have come up with freshmen programs and
experience sharing sessions combined with
philosophy cultivation, trying to be an amiable and
thoughtful teacher.

E: Among all the positions you have taken,
which impresses you most?

F: From a grass-root’ teacher to the deputy
director, I am always getting along with the
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students. In the past ten years of my career, I have

taken every step with patience and perseverance.
The most recent memory is in 2015, when I
participated in the teaching exchange program
to Nujiang, Yunnan on behalf of ECNU and
Shanghai. It was my honor to be the connecting
bridge between Shanghai and Nujiang, the ECNU
and Gongshan educational institutions. I organized
a series of activities such as donating books to
Gongshan County, opening 66 ECNU courses to
the students there and inviting outstanding teachers
to Shanghai for training. No doubt it is a valuable
experience, and I still miss the trees, grass, children,
and people there.

Sincere Words

E: What do you think should be the qualities
of ECNUers?

F: ECNUers feature patience, industry, and
enterprise. However, impetus and initiative are
needed in the competitive society as well as in
the academic circle. If you dare to think, feel the

courage to try. If you dare to try, you are sure to
accomplish something.

E: Many ECNUers would choose teaching
as their future career. What is your suggestion for
them?

F: Love is the top priority for being a qualified
teacher. It involves love for the students and for the
cause of education. Responsibility is of the same
importance, for it is the momentum that keeps you
teaching while passion may fade away.

E: There is an article on the Internet about
your busy but fulfilling life when you were an
instructor at school. For the interns and fledglings,
what can they learn from superiors?

F: On entering the society, you have to begin
with the most fundamental things. If you can cope
with them successfully, your mind and abilities will
be greatly improved. The first three years at work is
a starting point, and you should calm yourself down
and take the opportunity to mature and lay a solid
foundation for the future.

1
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Comprehensive Interpretation

E: Could you please share your understanding
of our school motto, “to seek the truth, be creative
and live up to the name of a teacher?”

F: Seeking the truth stands for the attitude
of learning to know the truth and provide for it.
Being creative means breaking the shackles of
rigid thoughts and innovating by practice. The
first president of ECNU, Meng Xiancheng has
posed “Creativity, Character, Community” as
the responsibility of the contemporary university
students which just echoes the school motto.

Living up to the name of a teacher is not
confined to students who are going to be teachers.
From my perspective, it applies to people from all
walks of life. You should show reverence to your
cause and career.

Our school motto has simply eight Chinese
characters. However, it is key to being an
outstanding man, which we should bear in mind.

Current Responsibility

E: What has the Publicity Department done in
the cultural construction of ECNU?

F: ECNU has been promoting the campus
culture with sustained efforts. As a result, the
cultural construction commission of ECNU has
been established to encourage all the schools
and departments to carry out their projects.
We provide financial support for developing
ideological education, shaping our campus image,
and constructing new media platforms. Moreover,
we are introducing “spatial art” to teaching
buildings in particular. Sofas and self-study areas
are implemented to improve the living and study
environment for ECNUers.

From the big environment to small details, the
Publicity Department strives to mold ECNU into a
hospitable and enjoyable school.

- Euia

E: In the multimedia age, is there any
program on the horizon?

F: This year, all the freshmen received a
removable disk with ECNU’s seasonal sceneries
on its cover, which became a hot spot among
ECNUers through the publication of ECNU’s
official WeChat account. It was out of the Publicity
Department’s design that the flat-shaped disk gained
extreme popularity. With the rapid development
of multimedia and information technology, we
will continue to bring about more surprises for
ECNUers.

In the end, Mr. Fang recommended Delivering
and Dallying" to us. It deals with the clash between
Chinese and Western philosophy, restraint and
indulgence. When mass culture prevails, we still
have to embrace and read the classics. So, let
us follow in his footsteps and create the campus
culture together!

1. let things take their own course: J& 4

2. fledgling: TTAIEHI N,

3. grass-root: B Y FHEH

4. Delivering and Dallying: «¥RRFIHEEY X/ MK
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Wang Cuihong, a graduate student who

majored in Constitution and Administrative Law’,
has won national a scholarship two years in a row
and achieved many awards, such as the first prize
in the tenth “Chinese Law Youth Forum”, the
grand prize of the Shanghai Postgraduate Thesis
Competition. She has also published several articles
in academic journals and has taken part in the
compilation of Principles of Administrative Law.
She firmly pursues law and shares a disposition
which combines rationality and kindness. Today,
let’s get a closer look at her life.

ECNU Circle: Why did you choose law as
your major?

Wang Cuihong: Actually law has been my
goal I set for myself since high school. When my
relatives met with a civil case in my first year of

high school, I helped communicating with the
lawyer, labor union and PAO’ (Public Attorney’s
Office). It was at that time that I thought that a
lawyer was a towering figure when ordinary people
needed help and so I began to pursue law.

E: Why did you choose ECNU as your school
for further study?

W: One reason is that I am from Jiangsu
Province so I wanted to choose a college not far
away from my hometown. However, the key reason
is that I still remember the comfortable atmosphere
in the postgraduate interview. Although there were
some difficult and professional questions, I could
really feel the loving care from the professors who
thought themselves more as elders than teachers.
After I begin to study in ECNU, I also enjoyed the
atmosphere of humanism here.

E: Sometimes people think law is a boring

. 1 .
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major which needs a lot of recitation. Have
you come across any difficulties? How did you
overcome those difficulties?

W: As for me, I actually rejected the large
amount of recitation at the beginning but when
I needed to use some relevant knowledge, |
found it necessary to memorize some laws. As
a freshman, you should adjust your attitude,
emphasize the everyday accumulation instead of
rote memorization, attach knowledge to cases and
finally remember 60-

W: Like my choice of major, I have decided
to be a lawyer and have begun to prepare for
it. Maybe after graduation, I would enter the
workforce. About my personality, learning law
enables me to keep reflecting because it is not
just reciting but getting in touch with all kinds of
people. Not only can I learn how to get along with
others and deal with conflicts, but also think about
humanity, especially in criminal cases. Recently I
put my emphasis on juvenile delinquency’, so I will

reflect on how family

80% of everything you
learned. After practicing
researching laws, you

will be qualified at
work.

E: After learning
law, do you think it
may be different from
your ideal?

W: Of course there
are some differences. In
undergraduate courses,
we dealt with simulation
cases in form of debates
in classes. Sometimes
you might find that the

education and social
environment affect
children’s growth.

E: Are there any
other subjects that
attract you besides
law?

W: At present,
I focus more on
juvenile delinquency
so I sometimes learn
something about
pedagogy. I used to
consider psychological
counseling. If I have a
chance to choose again,
I may think about

medical science.

side you once stood

for is not really, the side you supported. During
the process of learning, I came to realize that as a
lawyer, you couldn’t always stand on the side which
you thought is justice. At that time, I was confused
but then I understood that it was the essence of law
that you need to use law as your weapon to help
those who need help and lead the case without your
personal emotion.

E: How has learning law influenced your
career and personality?

T 13

E: What does the scholarship mean to you?

W: The scholarship represents honor and
appreciation from others and connects all the dots
in the previous years. When filling the application
form, I started to look back upon every step I have
taken. It gives me an opportunity to recall my
efforts and collect my thoughts. In this way, the
scholarship should not be an ultimate goal but a
natural byproduct of one’s sustained effort.
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E: A very successful student is supposed to
study day and night. What about you?

W: As we are approaching graduation,
our everyday schedule is not so full as before.
With light music and tea fragrance, I spend the
whole morning reading law-related books in
English as well as magazines on finance and
economics, enjoying the slower pace of life. In the
afternoon I would go to the library for preparing
my dissertation where there are abundant
resources for research and references. Self-study
classrooms are the proper place for me to mimic
the state of examination in a sense of anxiety and
involvement. There you can find companions who
make endeavors and stay up.

I am not in favor of learning by rote and being
a bookworm and instead appreciate those life
winners who participate initiatively in students’
affairs and activities while achieving decent

academic results. They are energetic in every aspect
of life. From my perspective, it is productivity and
engagement that really matter.

E: Do you have any unique learning methods
to share with us?

W: As mentioned above, I value the
environment. My dormitory is home for relaxation,
so I may not be as focused on intensive work within
it. I would arrange different tasks for different
situations so that I can experience different paces of
life. So efficiency is ensured.

What’s more, I have gotten into the habit of
listing and planning. It helps to remind me from
time to time of the course I am going to take and
get rid of deviation. [ have a “Ten-year Plan” which
really lasts for nearly ten years, involving the
determination to study laws. Setting up a goal, no
matter it is long-term or short-term, brings about a
sense of direction and control over life.

There is another habit that I would put all the
folders on my computer in order. Starting time,
deadline plus encouraging words constitute their
names. By this practice, | manage to sort out my
tasks and thoughts.

E: What have you learned from the
experience of being an exchange student at
National Chengchi University’ in Taiwan?

W: The exchange program opened a window
for me to see the beautiful world outside. In half
a year, I slowed my pace down and jumped out of
my comfort zone, by enjoying the natural scenery
of Taiwan Island and experiencing a different
environment. What I learned from the shool was
also from a different system and framework.
However, it broadened my horizon and I have
made friends with the students there. We had many
common interests while shelving differences.
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E: You have set a good example for ECNUers.
Incidentally, who is your idol?

W: Hillary Clinton has been my idol
throughout my childhood. She is a world-renowned
female leader who has found her place in the male-
dominated political circle. She stands for women.

Nowadays many teens like the “fresh meat”.
I think it can be conducive for their well-being so
long as they keep rational and take in the star’s

shining points.

Wang Cuihong is an amiable girl with an
infectious smile. She has shared with us all the
essential steps in her life, from the College Entrance
Examination, postgraduate recommendation to
daily trifles. It is our great honor to have spent such
a pleasant afternoon with her during her remaining
time here at ECNU. We hope that our model will
take on the role of an outstanding lawyer and
influence the society with truth, kindness and

beauty!

1. Constitution and Administrative Law: %£7%: 547 E%

2. PAO (Public Attorney’s Office): A2 B 0>

3. juvenile delinquency: #/bJL IR

4. National Chengchi University in Taiwan: (575) [E 3L HH K2
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you want to go to the library on*ZhbrigBe?féafnpp_é but you have forgotten to bring your campus card?'
. Adon’t worry. Just bring out your cellphone. You can install the software on your WeChat, scan the
_ interface, and you are in! Since September 1%, East China Normal University has become the first university in
China to issue the WeChat Virtual Campus card. Gradually, it can replace the physical card and provide more
convenience for our life and study at ECNU.
The multi-functional, easy-to-use virtual campus card became an immediate hit. Nearly 20,000 people, or
_around 40% of ECNUers applied for it within two days of its release. In the near future, more functions will be
added to the virtual card, so that every ECNUer can enjoy all campus services with a cellphone in hand.
Mr. Liu Chang is'in charge of the Information Technology Services Center. He is also head of the virtual
campus card team. The ECNU Circle journalists interviewed him to know more about the development of the
virtual campus carf‘ and prospécts for its future use.

ECNU Circle: Mr. Liu, what made you think of developing the virtual AT A
campus card? BE+E

Liu: We noticed that some students would be denied access to the
library or canteen services if they forgot to bring their campus card, but no
one seems to forget their cellphone these days. Also, WeChat has become
the most popular app for communication. It occurred to us that we could

develop a software that could be installed in the WeChat app. It should
contain all the functions of the physical card, so that the ECNUers don’t
need to worry if they happen to leave the campus card in the dormitory or at home.

E: What are the functions of the virtual campus card?

L: Right now, ECNUers can enter the Zhongbei library or pay for dinner at Huamin canteen in Minhang
campus. Very soon, these services will be available in both campuses. It is also convenient to check personal
information on the virtual campus card, such as balance and history of purchase, library record, etc., and
teachers can check finance and have access to the campus digital library. In other words, we can prove our
identity and pay for consumption with a physical campus card, but the functions of the virtual card go far
beyond that.

- '

E: How long did it take to develop the virtual campus card, and how did you do it?

. L: The virtual campus card was jointly developed by the ECNU Information Technology Services Center'
and Tencent, which took about half a?ear. This is a new digital product since ECNU signed the contract for
cooperation with Tencent in 2015. 4

As one of the earliest universities that established the Information Technology Services Center, ECNU was

one of the pioneers for the use of the WeChat enterprise ID back in May of 2015, which aims at providing

convenience and easier access to campus information. Thewirtual campus card.is also developed to meet this
r
- " p— - -
end. I § =y 4
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E: Does the virtual campus card pose any
challenges to your work?

L: To develop the WeChat Virtual campus card,
we needed to make designs and updates both in the
software and hardware. The virtual campus card
also poses challenges to our management system.
Right now, we are working hard to enable ECNUers
to go to the library and make purchases with the
virtual card in both campuses.

E: Can you tell us briefly about the
contributions of the Information Technology
Services Center?

L: The Information Technology Services Center
works to keep pace with the time and provide better
service and easier information access to ECNUers.
At present, the major means of information
dissemination’ has changed from PC and wired
network to wireless network for cellphone

<R EHRITEASE
e

terminals’. We will ensure the seamless’ connection between the two systems and try

to make the interface more user-friendly. We will tap the potential of
virtual campus card and develop other useful app for the ECNUers.

E @ Bk E: As our interview is coming to an end, can you say something
é © coons to our readers?
‘:@ ; L: We wish everyone good health and a cheerful mood. We will
X NG g

0 :  try our best to provide ECNUers with more convenience, so that you

@ e i can save time for a happy and fruitful college life.
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1. Information Technology Service Center: 15 S AL I A =
2. dissemination: n. f£ 4%

3. terminal: n. 2% i
4. seamless: adj. TC4EM)




ECNU LIFE

CHINESE ARCHERY"' COURSE:
CULTIVATION AND INHERITANCE

3/ JURAK R
Ko / &
At the beginning of this term, a fresh new course has opened up for students
at the sports club here at ECNU, Chinese archery. As a fresh choice of sports club for ECNUers.
This club aims at promoting Chinese culture and combining tradition with sports, it has recently gained a lot
of attention from students. To provide more information about this course and Chinese archery for students,
we interviewed the teacher of the Chinese archery course, Li Houzhi, who is experienced in teaching Chinese
traditional sport activities. Let us take a closer look at this interesting course.

ECNU Circle: What is the reason why you started this Chinese archery course this term?
Li Houzhi: Chinese archery, as a

traditional sport, is one of the 'six arts' in
the Confucian school® which focuses on
skills, etiquette’and morality. We hope
that with the opportunity to partake in this
course, our students can be exposed to
Chinese archery and that Chinese archery
can be promoted among universities. On
the other hand, as a sport, Chinese archery
can help keep the body physically and
spiritually healthy. Based on these traits,
the quality of patience and modesty* will

be cultivated during the course.

E:What is the main content of this course?

Li: One part is about the skills, such as proper
stance’ and the way of drawing the bowstring’.
Another part is etiquette, including how to pass a
bow’and arrow, to salute® buttress’, which expresses
the attitude of respect for people, things and matter.
This will exert a sensational'’ influence on students’
morality.
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E:What is the effect you expect from this course?

Li: Our ultimate purpose is that through archery, students can
learn about etiquette, procedure and education. Chinese archery
is rather difficult because traditional bows do not have a sight"',
which means the archer'’must reach the harmony of the body and
mind, adjusting their breath and
mental state, finally syncretizes
both the inner and outer”. Chinese
archery puts more emphasis on the
process during which students can

practice patience and form steady'*
disposition'’. As the saying goes, ‘When water flows, a cannel is formed’, the
result of archery is the same.

E: How did you start this course?

Li: The college sports reform emphasizes the individual. So we
thought of the idea that we could start a course based on shooting skills.
And I made a proposal to the dean of our school. She viewed this idea
as original and full of interest for the students. What matters most is that
this is a Chinese traditional skill. Therefore, it is meaningful to have such
a course for students to experience the charm of our culture.

E: How is the feedback from the students?

Li: At the present, our students have great interest in the course and can
follow safety instruction while practicing under the guidance of teachers.
However, Chinese archery is very similar to calligraphy'® which is usually
considered fresh and interesting at the beginning but will possibly become
boring with restriction of skills and etiquette. In fact, we hope to cultivate
students' concentration and persistence.

E: Many students report that this course is interesting. But some students only have a rough idea of
this course through the poster. So, what is the arrangement of this course in the future?

Li: The advertising of this course is not enough because we are still feeling our way around, and we are
unsure of the results. In the future, we still have not decided the arrangement of the course. The original idea
is to have four different levels of experience classes directed at the students who want to have a try. Through
the four classes, students who are curious can gain more understanding of this course, and they can make sure
their interests and determination is fulfilled. Afterwards we will implement a membership for the clubs in
which they can study the theoretical research of shooting skills as well as receive more professional training.
With these students, we will establish a team, representing ECNU, for further communication and competition,
such as the one held in SUIBE".We must develop more genius'*awareness in this course so that Chinese
archery can be passed on to more people.

T ]9




ECNU LIFE

E: Do you think that Chinese archery
can be popularized in such a way for routine
exercise in middle/high school?

= e Li: Actually, more than 100 schools all
‘ . over the country have launched this course.
' . | It is worth popularizing because it not only

1= ‘ improves strength, but also cultivates morality,

s CRERITIE ; but safety should be taken into consideration
with standard guide.

E: Compared with a common archery
course, how does one reflect the “art” in
traditional shooting skills?

Li: The word “art” lays more stress
on learning etiquette education, cultivating moral traits' through practicing shooting, instead of paying
attention to the results of shooting. However, students tend to be anxious for quick results and desire to
learn how to attack the enemy in one hit. So, in most cases they are ignorant of the long and monotonous™
process. Students think of the essential technique as dull and they are reluctant™ to try their best before
achieving the ultimate goal. Students have to overcome the attitude of fickleness™. They should practice
their physical fitness, agility” and the harmony of their
body. It is also a challenge of the personal mind. So, the
word ‘art’ demonstrates not only the skill, but also the
development of a strong mentality.

E: How do you comprehend the high necessity
of unity of the physical and psychological self, using
the bow and arrow?

Li: Chinese traditional sports courses put more
emphasis on syncretizing both inner and outer. When
practicing, the body and mind needs to be devoted to

the bow and arrow and need to roll into one. Abandon
the secular™ worries and give up the outside noise. Only
in this way can you concentrate your mind on every arrow, which will reach the acme™of perfection. After
practicing a lot, students will have their own inspirations and perception™.

E: To my knowledge, you also teach the art of fencing”’. So as far as you are concerned, what
kind of attitude should teachers and students hold towards this kind of courses which are full of
Chinese traditional distinguishing feature?

Li: When it comes to the Chinese traditional courses, its purpose is to broaden students’ horizons.
Since this is a sport that students have never encountered before, they are becoming more interested in it.
Meanwhile, to inherit the traditional culture and let students have access to it; our school also supports the

equipment provisions™ in the original idea of college education. . .
CHi A / R
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. archery :n. §J#i

. the 'six arts' in the Confucian school: L7532
. etiquette: n. L%

. modesty: n. il

. stance: n. 317

. drawing the bowstring: 7 5%

.bow:n. 5

. salute: v. WAL

. buttress: n. #1-7

10. imperceptible: 7% ER1L 1)

11. sight: n. [ififi g%

12. archer: n. S #

13. syncretize both inner and outer: P 45812
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. provisions: n. k4%

. disposition: n. < Ji
. calligraphy: n. 572
. SUIBE: Liffxi4heas K%

. genius: n. A PR

. traits: n. §h R

. monotonous: HLif )

. reluctant: adj. FE44

. fickleness: n. {5

. agility: n.

. secular: adj. A&

. acme of perfection: R3E R
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SPOTLIGHT

Introduction of P&l Competition
S/ RIS XA Flwm/ RE

The 9th Pronunciation and Intonation Competition', supported by the Oral English Teaching and Research
Center’, was held on the evening of June 7th at East China Normal University. This competition showcased’
the English pronunciation improvements of freshmen English majors, and was also an assessment and
exhibition of the teaching progress made by “The Better Pronunciation for Communication Tutoring Team” in
the past year.

The competition consists of four parts, including words and tongue twisters’, news report & weather
forecast, movie dubbing and group singing. Professor Wang Zhijun from Shanghai Customs College spoke
highly of this impressive competition, “I got to know the secret why you can learn and teach so effectively.
Because you can put so many things together, and make a skillful way. It’s really, really impressive.”

This year, drastic changes took place in the competition system in terms of rules and content:

1.The round of words and tongue twisters reading adopts the form of “tag match”, which creates a more
exciting atmosphere than ever before.

2.Nominated students practiced the weather forecast, challenging students’ reading skills and stage
performance.

3.In the movie dubbing section, each class dubs 5 different clips from a popular TV series “Gossip Girl”.
This not only guarantees the fairness of competition, but also has an entertaining value.

To ensure that the competition would proceed smoothly, the Tutoring Team made preparation early on.
At its initial stage, the teaching assistants collected preliminary materials from a former test bank; Next, they
held meetings to discuss the selection of materials, decided the final version and submitted it to professors for
further suggestions; After distributed all the materials to each class, the teaching assistants began to help the
freshmen practice each item in class. Finally, right before the competition, the Tutoring Team organized three
rehearsals with all contestants.
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The successful holding of the 9th P&I competition is closely related to the experience of former eight
P&I competitions. So far, the Better Pronunciation for Communication Tutoring Program of East China
Normal University has already held 9 competitions where undergraduates are fully responsible for preparation
and organization. Each round in the competition set up standards for evaluation, and is scored by experts and
senior teaching assistants to ensure the fairness of the results.

Through nine years of practice and improvement, The Pronunciation and Intonation Competition of East
China Normal University has developed into one of the cultural brands of English learning for students on
campus, and has also demonstrated a part of excellent teaching achievements both in ECNU and Shanghai.
Ms. Wang Yuqiong, the deputy director of Academic Affairs Office, gave her remarks after watching the
whole competition, ““ This competition is a perfect combination of classroom learning with real life practice in
communication. Students are doing things with language.”

Professor Chen Hua, Vice Chairman of National English Pronunciation Teaching and Research
Association, said: “This nine-year event means you have built up a famous brand! Tonight, we witnessed and
had a taste of the charm of English pronunciation and prosody’.”

Adhere to° the object of “Practicing in reflection, reflecting in practice”, The Better Pronunciation for
Communication Tutoring Program will try every effort to promote and advocate this cultural brand of English
learning.

1. The 9th Pronunciation and Intonation Competition: 5 11, & 18 5 15 K #¢

2. The Oral English Teaching and Research Center: #ME 2[5 15 Z - AF 78 Fp

3. showcase: v. JEH

4. tongue twister: 4[4

5. prosody: n. #J

6. adhere to: X fF CHfE / RE)
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SPOTLIGHT

An Interview with CEO of the 2016 Tutoring Team

3/ HEHEIC KRR K/ R

E:Eleanor (interviewer)
L:Lorena (interviewee)

E: So Lorena, you are a senior' student and in my memory, a senior student is usually occupied with’
an internship or with postgraduate preparations. However, you are still busy organizing the Pronunciation
and Intonation Contest as a chief director. What is your motivation?

L: Expectation and responsibility. To be honest, in the very beginning of our preparation, it was
responsibility. I used to be the assistant to the chief director last year for the 8th Pronunciation and Intonation
Contest. This year, I promised to be in charge of the event and show my commitment to my team. Expectation
then becomes a kind of responsibility. I sincerely hope everything meets expectations.

E: The logo’ for this competition is marvelous, and it has a profound meaning. Can you share
your inspiration for the logo with us?

L: The logo consists of a girl with a headset. The long curly hair is made up of many number 9s
because it is the ninth contest. The inspiration comes from the beautiful contestants in the past eight
competitions. The logo depicts the silhouette of an elegant girl. In my eyes, girls in foreign language
school are elegant.
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E: And besides the logo, what changes or innovations did you and your team make compared with last
year?

L: Yes. Besides the logo, this year we have tag match in the word and tongue twisters, making the contest
more involved and exciting. What’s more, we added a weather forecast making the news reading more
challenging.

E: And why did you decide to break convention and adopt all these innovative practices?
L: The reason for our change is I just want to try something new and different. I really enjoy making
changes and making things better.

E: To be honest, this competition was a tremendous’ success because it was not only received well
by teachers from ECNU, but also by teachers from Nanjing University and other universities. As a chief
director, are you proud of it?

L: (Laughs) Sure! This contest provides me with a great opportunity to test my potential for designing
and leading. I made it! I definitely feel proud of my team although there is still room for improvement. I have
to say it is the most wonderful time, so sweet, so unforgettable, and forever in my heart.

E: So what do you want to say to the students who participated in the competition?
L: Thank you for your cooperation and support. And I am sure the competition will be a cherished
memory in the future.

1. senior: n. K4
2. be occupied with: [>T
3.logo: n. FrEE

4. tremendous: adj. B K[ (RS ) AR)
B M /R
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SPOTLIGHT

Ms.WanglJiayi

njoy Reading
in the English Reading Workshop

3/ RBFE R TIT
K /et mirk

On Oct. 12th 2016, the first event
in the second year of English Reading
Workshop was held on both ECNU
campuses. English Reading Workshop
is an extracurricular' activity organized
and sponsored by the Department of
College English. It comprised of two
parts: English Reading Salon and
English Reading Strategy Forum, which
aim to cultivate students’ interest in reading English literary classics and discuss academic
reading strategies and skills, respectively.

In the Reading Salon in Zhongbei, Ms. Shi Lan introduced the origin of modern
literature and Freud’s theory as well as the short story The Secret Life Of Walter Mitty by U.S.
humorist James Thurber. By discussing and interpreting the daydreams of the protagonist’
Walter Mitty, Ms. Shi Lan encouraged the students to look at literature works from different
perspectives.

At the Reading Strategy Forum, Ms. Zhang Jing led the students in a review of basic
knowledge about stems and affixes with abundant materials and talked about how to improve
reading skills by guessing the meaning from the context. Then she analyzed the gist and logic
of two articles from Reader’s Choice. The students listened very carefully and took an active
part in the discussion.

At the same time in Minhang Campus, Ms. Ying Qiong chaired the Reading Salon
with The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Mr. Wang Yue gave a lecture on the
accumulation of vocabulary, the selection of reading materials, and the application of
effective reading strategies at the Reading Strategy Forum.
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Starting from Sept.
28th 2016, on Wednesday
afternoons from 1:00 to
2:30, the English Reading
Workshop activities
will last for 9 weeks on
both campuses, with one
orientation class and four
episodes of activities for

Ms.CaoYanyan

each group of students. Over 700 students registered for the workshop, with 269 at Zhongbei
and 467 at Minghang Campus, which almost quadrupled’ the total enrollment of last year.
English Reading Workshop is gaining recognition and popularity among the ECNU freshmen.
Ms. Cao Yanyan and Ms. Wang Jiayi, teachers from the Department of College English who
are in charge of the English Reading Workshop, told the ECNU Circle journalists reasons for
the founding of the workshop. They stated that many college students are afraid of English
reading, especially the reading of original works. Most students learned English mainly to pass
exams in high school.

They spent most time memorizing grammatical rules and finishing piles of test papers,
but had no time to read original English works, not to say the reading of
classic English literature. With the College English Teaching Reform in 2013, Reader s Choice
was adopted as the textbook for the academic
reading course. The blue-covered, very thick,
original textbook posed a big challenge
for the freshmen, and many found it a hard
nut to crack and called for more help in
English study. Meanwhile, some high-fliers*
were not contented with what they could
learn in class and wanted more exposure
to classic literature works. The English
Reading Workshop was proposed in 2015 as
a supplement’ to the regular English reading
course to meet the students’ different needs
for English.




SPOTLIGHT

For those freshmen who are not accustomed to® the learning style in college, the
English Reading Strategy Forum is specially designed to provide guidance for them, and
the lectures are mainly based on the textbook. The teachers introduce the students to basic
reading skills and strategies, and help students overcome barriers for understanding the
texts. Once students overcome their fear of reading, they are more likely to find enjoyment
in it. Then, it is possible for them to form a habit of reading English works.

On the other hand, Reading Salon, set for more proficient English learners, aims
to nurture students’ love for literary works, improve their language competence, develop
their critical thinking, and also nourish their soul. In the salon, not only are the literary
works introduced and discussed, their understanding of the plots and characters shared,
but also the great authors and their time are embraced.

The English Reading Workshop has been well received by its participants. Xie
Tao and You Longwei from the Department of Computer Science and Technology are
both members of the Reading Strategy Forum. They said that they learned effective
strategies for reading from the forum and gained confidence in English. Wang Jiani from
the Department of Special Education said that the lectures in Reading Salon opened up a
window for the fantastic world of English literature. She had become more interested in
the reading of classics and hoped to keep up the reading habit. Jiang Weiyi hoped that the
Reading Salon could provide more diversified activities such as introducing classic novels
by watching movie clips or listening to English songs.

Hermann Hesse once said: “There are different ways to get true attainment. One of
the most important methods is to read worldwide literature, to gradually get familiar with
authors’ and thinkers’ masterpieces from different countries and to chew over their great

N 23—
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wealth of thoughts, experience, symbols, mirages’ and ambitions left in their work. This
journey is endless, no one can possibly get to an end.” Our organizers hope the English
Reading Workshop could help students savor the beauty of English reading, in addition
to doing well in exams. We believe that the English Reading Workshop will play an
increasingly influential role in students’ English reading journey. We also hope more
ECNUers can enjoy reading in the English Reading Workshop.

1. extracurricular: adj. 4N 2. protagonist: n. A4
3. quadruple: v. PY£% 4. high-flier: n. {254
5. supplement: n. ¥M7¢ 6. be accustomed to: >J {5t

7. mirage: n. £J48




ON THE ROAD

HOW WILL AI' AFFECT OUR LIFE?

B / AP SKIG R e / B

In recent years, with the development of computer technology, artificial intelligence has come into our
life. There has been a heated debate in society whether AI will benefit or impair® mankind. In my perspective,
Al will indeed upgrade the quality of people's life as long as we regulate’ it adequately.

With news that Google's latest AlphaGo* Al defeated the world champion Lee Se-dol’, some people are
anxious that Al will transcend human intelligence one day and become ultimately uncontrollable. Al works in
an intelligent way similar to the way that the human mind works. In my perspective, however, it is possible
for human beings to take control of it, since it is created by us. In modern society ruled by law, establishing
strict regulations for Al is probably a rational method for controlling its effect. About a hundred years ago,
Isaac Asimov, a celebrated science fiction author outlined “Three Laws of Robotics” in a novel designed to
protect people from being harmed by human-like robots. It is a worthy reference material for contemporary
legislatures to enact’ relevant laws.

Nowadays, there are already several advanced Al products available for us. With a housekeeper Al,
the user can allow it to do household chores like sweeping the floor for instance, by simply giving it verbal
instructions. What's more, voice-activated robots can be applied in medical institutions to take care of disabled
patients, and engineering Al can be sent
into space to maintain space crafts. So it
is undeniable that the prevalence of Al
can keep people free from toilsome and
jeopardous tasks.

In conclusion, it is an irreversible
trend that Al will permeate almost every
facet of human life within decades. Only by
establishing sound laws for Al can humans
enjoy great benefits without worries.

AlphaGo
L7

1. AL artificial intelligence 455, &= AN TL#EAE.
2. impair: v. i 5

3. regulate: v. %l

4. AlphaGo: F/RVERIBL, — 3K EIBIN T4 e f2 s
5. Lee Se-dol: #fi [ Fl {44 44 2=t Ay

6. enact: v. fill i€
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We all know that people are more likely to be friends with those who are have good manners. I, for
instance, consider it as the magical power of polite words. Believe it or not, being polite does matter in
developing and maintaining good relationship among friends, family members and colleagues. Therefore, we
should remember that politeness will be helpful as well as powerful in our whole life.

For example, getting on harmoniously' with your roommates is no easy thing. The four roommates may
come from different places, and they could have different lifestyles, characteristics, interests and many other
aspects that make them unique. Perhaps, you may have different opinions with them and maybe you will even
have a quarrel’. All of this does not matter. At least, you should respect them and behave politely.

When we are outside of campus, you will find that some people are not as friendly as your schoolmates
and teachers. And they seem to be not as tolerant as your families. Then, you will truely know the magic
power of polite words in interpersonal’ communication, because all people prefer to get along with those who
seem to be polite. People are more willing to offer help to a polite man when necessary.

Although there are many situations where polite words help play an important role, some people may
ecasily ignore the importance of being polite. Take a job interview for example, most competitors may have
about the same ability and other conditions. Then, you may doubt how one can stand out from so many

interviewees since nobody seems to be the better option. Think it over; it is nothing to do with diplomas and
certificates’ in this situation. It can be your good manners which have impressed the employers and make you
more qualified’ for that job.

In general, always speaking with polite words should hold great importance. Remember, being polite
costs you nothing and it will help you avoid unnecessary trouble and may even bring you an unexpected

surprise.

1. harmoniously: adv. Fl{
2. quarrel: n. §+I>

3. interpersonal: adj. A PR
4. certificate: n. iIE47

5. qualified: adj. &%)
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LITERATURE

Do Not Go Gentle

DYLAN MARLAIS THOMAS
(27 OcTOBER 1914 — 9 NOVEMBER 1953)

He was a Welsh poet and writer whose works
include the poems Do Not Go Gentle into That Good
Night and And Death Shall Have No Dominion. He
became widely popular in his lifetime and remained
so after his premature death at the age of 39 in New
York City.

Thomas’s verbal style played against strict verse
forms, such as in the villanelle' Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night.
His images were carefully ordered in a patterned sequence, and his major
theme was the unity of all life, the continuing process of life and death
and new life that linked the generations. Thomas saw biology as a magical
transformation producing unity out of diversity, and in his poetry sought

a poetic ritual’ to celebrate this unity. He saw men and women locked in

cycles of growth, love, procreation, new growth, death, and new life.

Though first published in the journal Botteghe Oscure in 1951, it was
actually written in 1947 when the poet was in Florence with his family. It
was published, along with other stories previously written, as part of his In
Country Sleep, And Other Poems in 1952.

It has been suggested that it was written for Thomas’ dying father,
although he did not die until just before Christmas 1952. It has no title
other than its first line, “Do not go gentle into that good night”, a line which
appears as a refrain’ throughout.

1. villanelle n. 47 Nty AT 5 4. rave: v. My
2. ritual: n. 4] 5. frail adj. fE551, RIS
3. refrain: n. (FpiF ) S4), EE
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Do not go gentle ir
Old age should bu

Rage, rage against

Though wise men .
Because their worc

Do not go gentle i

Good men, the last
Their frail’ deeds r

Rage, rage against

Wild men who cau
And learn, too late
Do not go gentle ir
Grave men, neér di
Blind eyes could b

Rage, rage against

And you, my fath‘e‘
Curse, bless, me IIi
Do not go gentle'_ii

Rage, rage against
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MOVIE

CROSSING DiFFeReNt
AGeS aND WORLDS

3/ BE R/ B

“If you can’t come to my world, I’ll go to your world to find you.” Such a line may sound familiar to you if

you are obsessed with movies in which the different dimensions of the world are somehow connected: human
beings interact with animals or with cartoon characters or get entangled' with ghosts. Just imagine that a fair
lady falls in love with a cartoon character, a girl keeps a cat who turns out to be her father, or a man hangs out
with a female ghost. In between different dimensions of worlds, a seed of love is sprouting” and growing......

“/—r’e who we are looking for may be in a two-dimensional world’, so
we cannot find him even at the cost of our lifetime-”

From {W- HAER) (W-Two Worlds)

The cartoonist 2 435 (Wu chengwu) wrote a popular comic, W-Twwo Worlds. His daughter, doctor 2
@1 F (Wu yanzhu), is a great fan of 2 & ( Jiangzhe ) , the hero in the W-Tivo Worlds. The weird thing is
that her father suddenly disappears when he is about to finish his works. In order to find her father, Yanzhu
is dragged into the world of the W-Two Worlds comic and accidentally saves the dying hero. In the world of
comics, Yanzu experiences a lot and later falls in love with the hero despite the obstacles between the two
worlds. If you think this is just another romance film, you are absolutely wrong. In fact, Jiangzhe is framed"
for murdering his own family. Therefore, he has been searching for the real murderer for a long time without
knowing that he actually doesn’t exist in reality but only serves as an imaginary character in the comics.
But it is exactly the imaginary murderer who controlls the development of the story later. To get rid of the
virtual murderer, the author Wu Chengwu
attempts to kill Jiangzhe several times,
but every time he tries, he fails. To our
surprise, Jiangzhe eventually comes to

:
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the real world and shoots the author! Wu
Yanzhu eventually becomes the heroine of
W-Two Worlds and she can’t return to the
real world unless Jiangzhe’s mood changes
radically and the phrase “to be continued” | bV
appears in the scene. Such unexpected l?’
turns are abundant in this play: you cannot /
afford to miss it!
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“Sometim \tneans sacrifice,
and yod -ne ave it by your

action!”

rom-Nine l\iVes

As a successful businessrrian, Tom Brand is
an ambitious workaholic’, spending little time
with his family.

On his daughter’s birthday, Tom hurries to
the pet shop to buy a pet cat for his daughter.
Unfortunately, before he can surprise his
daughter with this gift, he is involved in an
accident in which he is transformed into a pet
cat with his soul trapped in it. No matter how
many times he shouts for help, nobody pays
any attention to him. Just at that moment, the
owner of the pet store appears in front of the
“Cat Tom”. As a man capable of understanding
the cat’s language, the shop owner asks Tom to
think about why he becomes a cat and tells him
if he wants to come back to the human world,
he must learn to become a qualified husband
and father. Trapped in the body of a cat, Tom
observes the world from a different angle and
gains insight into his family life which he didn’t
care about much before. He realizes that his wife
is so devoted and kind to him, his daughter longs
for his company and his son is eager to win
recognition from him. The most important thing
he learns is what it takes to make a sweet family
life—affection and company! Under the disguise
of the pet cat, Tom wins over his family’s hearts
by accompanying them through the difficult
time. His sacrifice manifests in his affection for
his family, and in the end he successfully returns
to the human world.
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“Whenever | need money, | fight with
ghosts-”

From (M-S KE T{AIOLY  (Let’s fight! Ghosts)
When Z! % X| (Jin Xianzhi) is still alive, she
absorbs herself in study every day, striving for the
College Entrance Examination. However, the day
before the examination, she is killed in an accident
at the age of 19. Filled with strong resentment®, she
becomes a ghost who can disappear at any time in
the real world. By chance, she has a fight with 2} &
I (Piao Fengpa), a man who is gifted with a sense to
see ghosts and makes a living chasing away ghosts.
Due to his special talent, Fengpa has been collecting
a large sum of money by helping people drive away
ghosts. But as his power is rather limited, he can only
beat weak ghosts. Jin Xianzhi comes to help him just
in time. She becomes his right-hand man’, hanging
out with him and helping him
beat ghosts. Although they
squabble® all the time, fantastic
chemistry begins to burgeon’
between them. In the ending,
Xianzhi’s soul is returned
to her own body and she
continues to pursue her love.
Of the great fantasies in the film history, time
travel movies give us a brand new experience. There is
also something eternal in such fantasy—true love. No
matter whether it is the love between a real character
and a comic character or human beings and animals,
true love is a constant theme. The everlasting love can
go beyond one world into another. This is something
we really appreciate and cherish!

1. entangled: adj. 244
2. sprout: v. #fj

7. right-hand man: 75 /7B F

8. squabble: v. FIk

3. two-dimensional world: 9. burgeon: v. {HE K Ji#
e & iniie i

4. frame: v. ¥

5. workaholic: n. T{/ESE

6. resentment: n. 421 (ks / TE5
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Cross-
Culture
Friendships

X/ REH K / BT

Nowadays, it’s rather common to see an increasing number of international students on Chinese campuses.
Although they are exposed to Chinese-speaking community, it seems that those international students fail
to mix with thelocal Chinese students and hang out with them. It’s widely believed that both international
students and Chinese students are eager to make friends with each other. So what’s holding them back'? Is
there anything we can do to help them bridge the gap and cultivate cross-culture friendships? ECNU Circle
aims to shed some light on’ the solution to the problem.

It is found that the majority of the friends international students have made are their fellow countrymen’
and other international students here on campus. Despite such a tendency , the exceptions do exist. A special
case would be Joshua, who is from the United States. He talked about his circle of friends. He said, “The
majority of my friends are Chinese. Meanwhile, I make friends with several international students, but I don’t
hang out with them so much except for classes. When I am off campus, all of my friends are Chinese. I hang
out with my Chinese friends a lot. Sometimes we go to a pub for a beer and sometimes we go out for dinner.”
People like Joshua are really rare among the international students. So what are the barriers hindering them
from making friends with Chinese students? Let’s find out more.

SEPARATED RESIDENCE

According to the school regulations, international students and Chinese students are separated in terms of
their residence, namely, they live in different communities. How do international students think about their
living condition? Here is what we found.

Some international students hold the opinion that the separated residence may have a bad impact on their
relationship with Chinese students. The dormitory is regarded as a marvelous place for them to interact with
each other and build profound relationships. It is said that international students don't have many classes
with Chinese students. Some of them even do not have a single class with any Chinese students. Therefore,
they don’t hang out much. Separated residence may increase the difficulty for them to mix up. Gabrielle, a
French girl at ECNU said, “It is quite a pity that we only hang out with the people we already know instead of
reaching out to Chinese students.”
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We also heard different voices concerning separated living condition. Some international students argue
that as they come from different cultures and have different preferences, so it may sound good for them to live
separately from their Chinese counterparts’ . Thais, a Brazilian girl, gave us a different story. She explained
enthusiastically, “Since we already have many students from Taiwan, South Korea and Thailand living in
the same dorm with us, why not include local Chinese students in our dorm? We all understand that each
individual carries his own cultural mark and each of us has to respect and tolerate different culture.”

Most of international students think it is acceptable to have a Chinese roommate, which may help them
get acquainted with the local culture and get adapted better. The only thing they are worried about is the
living condition in the Chinese dormitory as they are told that the dorms for Chinese students are not as well

—

equipped as theirs.
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LANGUAGE BARRIER

It is true that most international students find it difficult to communicate in depth with Chinese students.
Most of them came to China with very limited Chinese in terms of oral proficiency’ . Sometimes they get
frustrated if they can’t fully convey their thoughts in Chinese. As a result, they may lose the confidence in
communicating in Chinese, which becomes a setback for them in making Chinese friends. It can become a
vicious cycle”: namely, poor Chinese leads to fewer Chinese friends, and fewer Chinese friends contributes
to poor Chinese. As an American student Mark put it, “I would like to talk to everyone, but I can’t. So I don’t
talk. If I had a really good command of Chinese, I could easily make friends here. Besides, I think it’s very
rude to talk to a local student in English.”

However, some international students are very optimistic about their Chinese. As Thais said, “Chinese is
very difficult. If I really want to improve my Chinese, I think I need to live in China quite a while. It takes
time to improve my Chinese and I have to be patient.”

During our interview in English, some international students tried to use some Chinese words to express

themselves. They would ask how to say a word in Chinese and practice it again and again. Their eagerness to
learn Chinese is obvious and their efforts to practice Chinese are really appreciated.
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boasts a long and rich history. Therefore it can be a bit
ind and get accustomed to Chinese culture in a relatively
ere is fundamental difference even in daily-life practice. For
ina, you are expected to give him a treat next time. If you
r friends. Those practices are so different from those in my

eresting idea that we should not divide students into two
ing8e students. Instead, we should distinguish them into many
wunity, the British student community, the Japanese student
bn’t feel they are in the dominant position. Meanwhile,
ed® even if we are the minority. Students from different
s of their different cultural backgrounds. In fact, many
o learn to get adapted to the cultural differences. As Joshua

possible barriers to the cross-culture friendships between
let’s sum up some tips given by international students for

INISTRATION DO?

should offer more platforms where international students
each other. For example, they can organize formal events
also hold some informal activities like a coffee break, a city
gest that the school administration should establish a buddy
he or she will be immediately introduced to a local Chinese
ar with the campus and city life here. Since they may hang
friendship.

hat the school has done a lot for them. There are language
pus. Also, the school has made it possible that Chinese
h international students.
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WHAT CAN INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS DO?

Apart from the effort of school administration, many international students agree th high time that

they take an active move towards building up cross-culture friendships. As a Malaysi dent Yin Guanpei
said, “I think the main responsibilities lie with us. The relationship is mutual and ca
efforts of both sides.”

International students are eager to make friends with the Chinese students. In here are various ways
they can reach the local Chinese students. If they like basketball, they can go to the etball court and have
fun playing with the Chinese basketball fans. Moreover, they may also look for th ious social events on
campus issued on the school website or the bulletin board. If they are not comfortabl a group of people,
they may also find someone alone in the library. It could be much easier for them to ct with a person

alone in a relatively quiet place.

Just as Stephen, an Irish student, said, “Just open your heart for a
that you would find someone with whom you really share a lot an
won’t meet them unless you have a try. But once you try, you will find 1

WHAT CAN CHINESE STUDENTS DO?

Just keep in mind that you should overcome your shyness. A
interviewed made a clear statement that they would be more than ha
whenever they approached them. As Thais said, “Chinese student
hearted and open-minded. We come to China because we love C
addition, don’t worry too much about your English. As Stephe

, ‘I think many

good at English. I wouldn’t speak Chinese in the fluent way speak English.”

international students, just put up a poster on the bulletin boar that they may che

It is quite obvious that both Chinese students and internati students are eager t

other. This intention is beneficial to both groups not only in te f cultural communi but also in

of personal growth. Just as Thais said in the interview, “We ar

uman beings with common interest
desires. We all like to have companions, we all seek happiness o we all long for sincere communicati
Since we are now on such a beautiful campus with so many kind e, we should break all the barriers o

communication and reach out. I firmly believe that international stud nd Chinese students will ultimately

be really good friends.”

1. hold back: /il 5. proficiency: n.
2. shed light on: [ BH 6. vicious cycle:
3. fellow countryman: [A]fif 7. marginalize:

4. counterpart: n. fit X}



STUDY ABROAD

IN 2016

National Chengchi

3/ KT
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University in Taiwan

In this interview we are going to cast our sight
on our beautiful Taiwan Island. Our interviewee,
Zhang Yanqiu, is a graduate student at East China
Normal University majoring in publication'.
This is her sixth year in ECNU and will be an
unforgettable one because she is currently studying
in National Chengchi University in Taiwan’. Life
there is full of challenges as well as surprises
— after all, that is the true charm of exchange
programs.

ECNU circle: Could you please give us a
brief introduction to this exchange program?

Zhang Yangiu: East China Normal University
has established exchange relationships with
thirteen universities in Taiwan, including National
Chengchi University in Taiwan. On the basic
principles of equality and mutual-benefit, our
university will choose about twenty graduate
students to study there every term, which is a

short-term exchange program. We students can
apply for one of these universities, and then our
university will verify’ your materials, organize
interviews, and finally determine the name list.

E: Why did you choose this program?

Z: Well, there are two reasons. First, I hope
to improve my professional knowledge. My
major is press and publication. I hope to take
this opportunity to research the local Taiwan




publication. What’s more, [’'m personally quite
attached to Taiwan. Taiwan shares many similar
cultural traditions and food, which makes it easier
for me to get accustomed to the local life.

E: What kind of subjects do you study
there? Are there any differences between the
courses in Taiwan and the Mainland?

Z: National Chengchi University in Taiwan,
there is no press and publication major, so I
chose communication studies instead. There are
other options, “Communication and Culture,”
“News and Information Dissemination,”
“Imagination, Description and Interaction,”
“Telecommunication Policy and Management,”
“Integrated Communication,” “Communication
Between Taiwan and Mainland China,” “Science
and Risk Communication.” Students here are
free to make decisions to choose the courses
they are interested in.

E: What is the biggest challenge you have
met so far?

Z:The biggest challenge for me would be
coming to a place I am not familiar with. Things
here are not always as expected. | have to adapt to
this new environment as quickly as possible. Take
shopping for example: in the mainland, we enjoy
the convenience of online shopping, but people
here seldom do this. But I am not frustrated —
this challenge turned out to be one of the most
interesting parts as well. The process of getting
used to a new social environment and lifestyle
really taught me a lot.

E: What is your impression on Taiwan?
Z: This place is beautiful. The white clouds
against the blue sky and the bright sunshine
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STUDY ABROAD

always boost’ my mood. And I really enjoy the
view by the coast. Of course, a good environment
cannot last long without the contribution of local
people — they all have a good awareness of
protecting the environment. For example, they
attach great importance to rubbish sorting and
recycling’. People here are very kind. The bus
drivers are very patient and thoughtful. Even
if the bus has an electronic voice message to
remind passengers of the station, they will repeat
them again and give you some “kind reminders.”
They say “Thank you” to every passenger every
time they get on and off the bus. If people in
wheelchairs get on the bus, they will help to set
the footboard’. Another point I’d like to mention
is the bookstore in Taiwan. Though bookstores
are fading in these years, many people in Taiwan

never give up their small bookstores. It is out of
their great love and faith to knowledge that the
true value of books can be passed from generation
to generation.

E: How do you organize your free time after
class?

Z: If I were to pick a word to describe my time
after class, that word would be “colorful.” First
of all, the most important things would be doing
homework and reading books. In order to keep up
with the professors, I have to do a lot of previews,
so it is the same with reviews. After completing
all the tasks, I like playing sports. My university
is on a hill, so climbing the hill is a good choice.
Also, I go to the swimming pool from time to time.
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Besides, I would love to spend my time traveling.
Taiwan does not get the crown of “the treasure
island” for nothing. Traveling gives me the chance
to discover beautiful views and local customs.
Hualien County, Kenting, Sun Moon Lake, Ali
Mountain... These are the sites on my wish list.

E: Can you give some suggestions to those
who also want to participate in this program?

Z: The most important thing would be
thinking it through before making up your mind.
My suggestion is that you can ask yourself what
you most want to achieve here, then write down
a plan. Half a year is not a long period of time;
it flees’ easily if you waste time wandering in
vain. On the other hand, learn to discover things
apart from study. There is no doubt that study is
vital, but you should make full use of this new
environment. The entire process will be interesting
and fruitful, and I suppose this is what is called
“learning from the life.”

1. publication: %k

2. Taiwan National Chengchi University: & V5 EA K2
3. verify: v. B 1%

4. boost: v. fig ik

5. rubbish sorting and recycling: 337 3% 43 23Sl [A1L

6. footboard: n. FHx

7. flee: v. kil
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Zhendong Du is a teacher of Translation
and Interpreting at the Depariment of
Translation and Interpreting Studies, School
of Foreign Languages, ECNU. He is also a
translator and interpreter. He worked for
Xi'an International Studies University
between 2000 and 2005,received training in
Conference Interpreting at DG Translating
and Interpreting, the European Commission,
in Brussels in 2001, studied and worked in
the UK from 2005 through 2009, and worked
for the Chinese construction machinery giant
Sany Heavy Industry as a senior interpreter
Sfrom 2009 through 2011, before joining ECNU
in 2012.

Jerry’s schedule didn’t permit working
part time for longer hours, so he signed an
eight-hour-a-week contract with Day One. His
work involved processing application files and
producing offer letters, answering students’
parents’ enquiries on the phone, and organizing
new students’ receptions, not to mention
orientations and tours to the City Center and
Oxford and Cambridge and London. He helped
students with poor English with all sorts of
issues, from buying “pay as you go” sim cards
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for their mobile phones to translating between them
and their landlords.

Jerry was frequently reminded just how rich
the Chinese students were. He remembered a young
man who would always come and chat with him
after class in the office area. He carried his Apple
MacBook Pro in a large girlish LV bag which he
saw in a 7%e Fconomist' magazine ad page, and,
like most other young Chinese students, he had
bought a first generation iPhone upon his arrival.
Keep in mind that it was only 2007 and Jerry’s old
Motorola Razr was still in fashion!

Many new Chinese students would come and
ask Jerry where the local casinos’ were soon after
they had become settled. There was none nearby
to Jerry’s best knowledge. Later when it became
prevalent for Chinese students to miss classes, Jerry
was told by a whistle-blower that some could only
lay still in bed in their dormitory rooms and sustain
their life on thin porridge because they had lost all
their money in the casino. They must have explored
the area thoroughly and discovered a casino, or
maybe one had been newly built to cater to the

relaxation needs of young Chinese customers.

It was technically a surge in the number
of students of all nationalities but since 70% of
them were Chinese and it was also hard to tell the
difference between the Chinese and the other Asian
students such as the Japanese, the Koreans, and the
Philipinos, of whom there were also a great number,
the local people got the impression that their
country was being invaded by the Chinese.

In the university, particularly in Day One,
students from other places, such as Russia, the
Middle East, and Japan, were complaining that there
were too many Chinese students in their classes for
them to have sufficient exposure to native speakers
of English. Jerry simply brushed the accusation
aside, thinking that it was a silly and selfish idea to
ask for less Chinese students in their classes.

One time, a Chinese student was reported
as having missed classes for weeks. He never
answered the phone or opened his dormitory door.
Bob, the student affairs manager asked Jerry to
accompany him to the student’s dormitory. Jerry
coaxed’ the student into opening the door in
Chinese. When the door finally stood ajar, however,
he was almost suffocated* by the air within. Jerry’s
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breath was immediately cut off by the dank odor
of what seemed like dead rats, and when his eyes
adjusted themselves to the scene before them, Jerry
found the source of the ghastly smell — covering the
floor was garbage and dirty laundry two feet deep!
The boy sat in front of a laptop, with another at
his feet, both with strange figures jumping on their
screens. His writing desk was covered by empty
instant noodles pots, empty cans, opened spice bags,
sausage peels, and the like. He was pale, sweating
and expressionless.

Jerry later theorized’ the situation by telling his
wife and a few friends that the reason why addiction
to on-line gaming had been unique to and prevalent
only among Chinese students was that the Chinese
parents allowed their children to be dependent
on them financially. There were very few internet
cafes in the UK and British people virtually hadn’t
even heard of the concept of web addiction. Young
people didn’t have the chance to get addicted to
the internet because they delivered newspapers as
young as eight years old to earn money and a lot of
young people went to college on loans. They didn’t
have the money or time to squander on’ things like

on-line gaming. Jerry recalled that some of the local

students would preserve their text books so well
that they would still appear new at the end of their
study, so that they could be re-sold to new students.
He also recalled some Japanese students using
pencils to take notes, erasing any mistakes instead
of crossing anything out, just to save paper!

On another occasion the son of a Chinese coal-
mine owner disappeared for several weeks. Jerry
was asked to translate and email the warning letter
to his parents. But by chance Jerry saw him driving
down the road in the City Center in a convertible
BMW with an extremely beautiful girl in the
passenger seat next to him, with heavy metal played
at the highest possible volume.

Days passed quickly and the cases processed
by Jerry each week remained minor offenses such
as girls threatening female teachers in class, boys
peeing in the shower cubicle, or students not turning
up for class. Until that morning. The director of the
Center herself made a phone call to Jerry, telling
him that a Chinese boy had driven his car through a
private fence in London, killing an old lady and her
dog in her back yard. The Center’s director asked
Jerry to brief the boy’s plight’ to his father in China
and tell him to come to the UK in no time. The boy
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had been asked to hand in his passport to the police
and was required to report to the local police station
on a daily basis, before a settlement was to be made
in court. The Center also advised the father to get
“another passport” for his son so that he could leave
the country as soon as possible.

Jerry was amused by his experiences in the
Center, where he found young people from China’s
mainland to be the least mature of them all. They
didn’t speak good English and were in general
very timid. The most common offenses for them
were things like not turning up for class, peeing in
shower cubicles, or having car accidents. Unlike
young people from other parts of the world. Jerry
remembered one morning a Turkish boy alerted the
Center by saying that he had difficulty breathing.
An ambulance was called and paramedics spent two
hours working on him in the vehicle trying to find
out what was wrong. In the end the boy said he felt
better and the ambulance left, with the paramedics
shaking their heads. Jerry later found out that the
Turkish boy had only been anxious of the exam
that his class was due to take during the time period
when he was “saved”. The Chinese students never
dared to draw attention to themselves like that.

Much to Jerry’s relief, the young Chinese
students were not as worthless as they appeared to
be.

When the Great Earthquake traumatized China
in 2008, students at the UEA staged an appeal to
raise money for the affected families. Chinese
students from Day One contributed to the lion’s
share® of the final twenty thousand pounds raised
in just a matter of two weeks, and many of the Day
One managers, officers and teachers were stunned
by the result as some of them also donated for
the Chinese cause but most of them gave just one
pound per person.

Jerry’s study entered a critical stage and he
soon left the Center to concentrate on his papers.
But he would never forget his experiences living
and working in that UK city. Even today, traces of
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some very unique scenes are still very vivid in his
mind, such as the “lollipop man” escorting students
across the main roads near schools, whose bold
“STOP” sign resembled a large red lollipop; the
extremely short winter days when it got pitch dark
at four in the afternoon and the sun crept up lazily at
eleven in the morning; and how the locals dressed
not according to the season, but whether or not they
could see the sun in the sky. They wore t-shirts on
sunny days all year round, and donned their hoodies
and jackets as soon as it started to rain.

Jerry came across hard-working Chinese
students, too. He remembered seeing off a Chinese
student who had just acquired his PhD degree.
He, too, had brought his wife and daughter to the
UK in his second year there after his daughter was
born. But he worked in the lab day and night and
totally neglected his wife and daughter. The wife,
not English-speaking, felt so isolated and desperate,
and in turn, neglected their daughter’s upbringing.
Nobody talked to the girl for three years after she
was born. So by the time the man and his wife
started preparing to go home, they found out to
their horror that their daughter, then three years old,
couldn’t talk.

All that was not to be forgotten.
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WORKSHOP

US, President,Election Hot, Words Series (I) ~ #/ tix

: “We also, though, need to have a tax system that rewards work and

-u -d » though, Y
% %tr% % not just financial transactions. And the kind of plan that Donald has
put forth would be trickle-down economics all over again. In fact, it
would be the most extreme version, the biggest tax cuts for the top percent of the people in this country

than we’ve ever had. [ call it trumped-up trickle-down, because that’s exactly what it would be. That is
not how we grow the economy.”

Cugeﬂiliﬁans “You have regulations on top of regulations, and new companies cannot form

and old companies are going out of business. And you want to increase the
regulations and make them even worse. I'm going to cut regulations. I'm going
to cut taxes big league, and you’re going to raise taxes big league, end of story.”

.
&
i &
« . S . K
A no ac-ti'gn Typical politician. All talk, no action. Sounds good, doesn’t work. Never s
going to happen. Our country is suffering because people like Secretary be

Clinton have made such bad decisions in terms of our jobs and in terms of
what’s going on.”

( NZE17i% H China Daily)
(i fe / EEZED
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